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VII. OTHER SEQRA CHAPTERS 

A. Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitment of Resources 
 

The proposed project would involve the commitment of a variety of natural resources. 
Those resources include, but are not necessarily limited to, the following: concrete, 
steel, timber, brick, wood, paint and topsoil. The operation of construction equipment 
would also involve the consumption of fossil fuels, while the completed health, 
wellness and medical resident space will require electricity and natural gas for heat 
and light.  

 
The series of construction phases would require a temporary commitment of workers. 
This commitment, however, should be looked at as a beneficial impact to the 
construction industry. The long term commitment of new, permanent workers on the 
NUMC campus should be viewed as a beneficial impact. The long term commitments 
of other service personnel or the need for additional personnel such as police and fire 
department personnel to service the NUMC campus would be offset by the significant 
public benefit of the project. 

 
B. Effects on the Use and Conservation of Energy 

 
The proposed project would result in energy consumption during the construction 
process and as part of the operation of the new facilities on the NUMC campus. 
During the construction phase, energy would be used for power equipment and 
various construction vehicles. Once construction is completed, the new buildings and 
facilities would require energy for heating, air conditioning and electricity.  

 
All new buildings and facilities would be designed to account for the special needs of 
the client population. Some of the new buildings would replace older, vacant, 
dilapidated or obsolete buildings. The new buildings and facilities would be more 
energy efficient than the older buildings slated for demolition.  

 
As currently planned, NuHealth will explore LEED certification and will seek 
development partners committed to environmentally sustainable building practices. 
The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building System 
is a 3rd-party certification program developed by the US Green Building Council and 
used as a rating system for the design, construction and operation of high 
performance buildings.  The LEED Rating systems were initially produced for new 
commercial and institutional buildings, but have been expanded in recent years to 
include homes and healthcare facilities, among others.   

 
LEED is a voluntary rating system that evaluates and encourages green building 
design.  The system was designed in an effort to have a third party, nation-wide rating 
system to be used to promote and build awareness of sustainable development 
throughout the building industry.  LEED certification is based on a points system that 
focuses on five key issues: 
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• Sustainable site development; 
• Water savings; 
• Energy efficiency; 
• Materials selection; and 
• Indoor environmental quality. 

 
The US Green Building Council and the Green Guide for Healthcare have 
collaborated to develop LEED for Healthcare.  LEED for Healthcare is currently 
under development, but was created to address specific needs of healthcare facilities 
that vary from those of new commercial or residential construction. 

 




